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of each leaf, for the purpose of tying or binding them to-
gether j d, the writing-case for holding these instruments,
usually worn stuck in the folds of the waist-cloth.

The letter itself (e) is neatly folded up, with the ends turned
inward, and fastened outside with a strap of the same material.
For hooks, the slips are cut into lengths, say 10 or 12 inches
long, a small round hole is pierced at "both ends, through
which a cord runs to string them together, with two narrow-
slips of wood at either side, similarly pierced and fastened, to
form a kind of binding.

The natives are very rapid writers on the " olei," or palm
leaf, and write standing or walking as well as sitting. An
odd scratching noise is made by a number of men writing
simultaneously. I have seen a European missionary almost
put out in his early attempts at Tamil preaching by the
sound of the iron pens of the native teachers taking notes of
his sermon. Deeds and documents are all written upon this
material, and if kept in the smoke of the fire, or otherwise